Irish Rural Link

5th Annual National Rural Awards to

Honour Contributions to Rural Community Development, 2010
Irish Rural Link, the national group campaigning for sustainable rural communities, invites nominations for the Irish Rural Link National Rural Awards 2010.  These awards aim to recognise the hard work, energy, enthusiasm and dedication given to improving and developing local communities around the country.

Over the last five years National Rural Award recipients have been groups who have made a real impact on the quality of life of the rural communities in which they work. Irish Rural Link hopes that these awards will go some way to acknowledge the efforts that these groups have made to enhance the lives of those living in their communities.
Categories:
1: Community Groups / organisations who are voluntary in nature and have a maximum of one paid staff member

2: Community Groups / Organisations with two or more paid staff

The Prizes:   Both category winners will receive a commemorative crystal and feature in a two page spread in IRL’s Newsletter that is distributed to hundreds of communities nationwide.  This year category one winner will additionally benefit from a tailored leadership coaching / change mentoring programme worth €2000 from Career Decisions www.careerdecisions.ie, a leading training and mentoring provider who understand the importance and relevance of mentoring to newly formed or evolving small organisations.  This coaching should greatly enhance the skills and capacity of key individuals within the prize winning organisation.

The Nominees: Any community or voluntary group that you feel has played a vital role in improving and developing local rural communities around the country.  
Groups should feel free to nominate themselves.
The Judges: The awards will be assessed by an independent panel of judges, looking in particular for the contribution that the group / organisation have made to their community.  The Judges will also assess how well the group’s services are planned and delivered.  Each group will be assessed on its own merits.
How can I enter / nominate a group:
In order to enter or nominate a group please complete application form and email to: info@irishrurallink.ie
Irish Rural Link
5th Annual National Rural Awards 2010
Nomination Form

This form should be used to nominate a group.  Groups may nominate themselves 
CATEGORY APPLYING FOR:  

(Please tick one of the following)
1: Community Group / Organisation voluntary in nature with a maximum of one paid staff member 




                            FORMCHECKBOX 

2: Community Group / Organisation with two or more paid staff  FORMCHECKBOX 

I wish to nominate the following group for a National Rural Award 2010:
     
NAME OF GROUP 
ADDRESS OF GROUP 
     
AIM & OBJECTIVES OF GROUP
     
MAIN ACTIVITIES: 
     
MAIN ACHIEVMENTS IN 2008/9 (PLEASE FEEL FREE TO FORWARD BY EMAIL OR POSTED IN A SEALED ENVELOPE SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION OF RELEVANCE):
     
FUTURE PLANS: 
     
GRANT AID APPLIED FOR AND RECEIVED IN THE LAST TWO YEARS:
     
     
TOTAL MEMBERSHIP OF GROUP: 

     
YEARS THE ORGANISATION 
IS IN  EXISTENCE: 
     
CONTACT NAME FOR GROUP 
Telephone:                                               Email:     
     
Please outline your reasons for nominating the group / organisation for a National Rural Award:
Additional information can be submitted where appropriate by email or post.

Details of person / group making the nomination:

Name:     
Address:     
Telephone:                                                 Email:     
The completed Nomination Form should be received no later than March 5th 2010.
Email completed application forms to: info@irishrurallink.ie 
Are you forwarding supporting / additional information by post?


Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 

No        FORMCHECKBOX 

All supporting documentation to be posted in a sealed envelope to: The Secretary, Irish Rural Link, Unit 2A Moate Business Park, Clara Road, Moate, Co. Westmeath.

Rules:

Winners are expected to attend the Irish Rural Link AGM to take place on May 13th and 14th in Killala Co Mayo to receive their Awards.

Names of winners will be publicly announced and award winners must participate in media coverage and future promotions.   

Application must be submitted by March 5th 2010.  Late application will not be accepted

Applicants must be members of Irish Rural Link.  (Application form for membership available at http://www.irishrurallink.ie/Membership%20form.pdf  

The determination of eligibility shall be at the discretion of Irish Rural Link

Completed application forms should be submitted by email to info@irishrurallink.ie.   

Any supporting documentation should be posted in a sealed envelope to

 Irish Rural Link,

Moate Business Park,

Clara Road,

Moate,

Co Westmeath  

The decisions of the judging panel will be final

All information will be treated in the strictest confidence
Benefits for Awards Applicants:  
These Awards offer rural community groups the following opportunities
· Encouragement and motivation to progress their organisation
· Valuable feedback from an excellent panel of judges
· Network opportunity to link up with like minded groups 
· Identify the successes formulae of other groups
· Benefit from the publicity for their group
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