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	Issue
	Recommendations

	Carbon Tax


	Develop suite of policy synergies to ameliorate disproportionate impact on rural dwellers, including:
Carbon Tax Allowance
Social Energy Tariff for vulnerable customers and removal of the higher standing charge for rural households
National Transport Poverty Strategy and a National Fuel Poverty Strategy
Guarantee high quality broadband in all rural areas to allow teleworking

Increased supports for microgeneration, home insulation and heating system conversion
Promotion of ecodriving and increased advice on fuel alternatives

	Social Welfare


	Basic social welfare rates must be maintained at their current levels.

Restructure Farm Assist

Review the Rural Social Scheme to introduce training and increase places

Maintain the focus of CE on disadvantage

	Rural Transport
	Maintain Rural Transport Programme funding at current levels

	McCarthy Report


	This submission is intended to be read in conjunction with IRL’s analysis of the McCarthy Report (enclosed) titled “Let Them Eat Cake: What the An Bord Snip Nua Report Means for Rural & Regional Development” due to the negative impact a number of the report’s recommendations will have on rural dwellers, including in the areas of health, security and education

	Rural Employment

	Support rural enterprise and employers, requiring:

Any new enterprise support structure must have regional and subregional job creation targets
A strategy to support local retailers must be urgently developed looking at infrastructure, credit availability and the issues of rates and planning 

The state should maximise the use of EU funding to attract and maintain enterprise and employment in rural areas
A Rural Loan Guarantee Scheme for rural start ups and rural businesses 

A graduate workplace initiative dedicated to companies outside Hubs and Gateways should be put in place
Set deadline for full implementation of the Broadband Scheme for Unserved Rural Premises

	Rural Proofing


	Rural proof all policies to ensure that their adoption does not further isolate rural communities or undermine rural development.


Introduction

Ireland continues to be a country where a large proportion of the population still live in rural areas (approximately 40 per cent). Trutz Hasse data shows that remote rural areas are consistently amongst the most disadvantaged in the state. Such considerations and the possible impacts on rural communities must be taken into account when drafting the Budget. 
Irish Rural Link (IRL) accepts the Government’s analysis of the severe economic situation we face but believe rural households have been significantly hurt by the recession and recent Government decisions. Continued investment and support for rural households is required in order to address the most pressing challenges facing rural areas.
Irish Rural Link endorse the Community and Voluntary Pillar of Social Partnership’s recommendations outlined in “We Must Protect Vulnerable People! We Must Protect Social Services!”. This submission has been guided by the recommendations, namely:
1. Increasing the tax take through broadening and deepening the tax base, including the elimination of tax breaks identified by the Commission on Taxation.

2. Securing better value in our public services.

3. Reforming the public sector.

4. Carefully targeting expenditure cuts that protect vulnerable people.

5. Focusing expenditure on the common good.
Carbon Tax

Research has shown that carbon taxes have a disproportionate impact on rural households. Irish Rural Link’s Carbon Tax Briefing Note
 detailed these and made a number of recommendations in order to mitigate the effects of a carbon tax on rural households. The Commission on Taxation recommend “that carbon tax revenue should be used, in the first instance, to combat fuel poverty. The overall effects of the carbon tax on vulnerable households should be appraised to ensure that such households (urban and rural) are cushioned from the effects of the tax.”

Recommendation 1
Experience from other countries has shown that a carbon tax will not have the desired effects and will severely disadvantage rural households unless the Government develop a suite of policy synergies to ameliorate the disproportionate impact on rural dwellers.

The policy responses we recommend require: 

A National Fuel Poverty Strategy urgently. This would ensure a coherent approach to protecting low income families from both rising fuel prises and the proposed carbon tax. 
Clearly, a tax which in effect punitively punishes those who live a distance from functioning public transport network would not be fair or acceptable without significant compensating measures. Therefore any carbon tax should be accompanied by a National Transport Poverty Strategy. Such a strategy could look at developing functional intra-regional transport plans. It could also look at how a rural transport programme aimed a wider target group than the current Rural Transport Programme could be developed and such other measures to ensure that a carbon tax does not contribute to transport related social exclusion.

IRL would encourage the increased promotion of ecodriving. Professor Frank Convery, Chairman of Comhar the Sustainable Development Council, has acknowledged that in rural areas, there is often no other way to get about other than the car, saying “Until there are more alternatives, we may need to accept that – in the short term – car transport will continue to dominate. With this in mind, attention needs to be given to reducing the environmental impact of individual cars.”  This involves driving in a way that conserves fuel and costs nothing to the driver. It is now obligatory in many European countries to take ecodriving training as part of driver testing, something which IRL believes should also be considered in Ireland. Upon completing this training, on average, drivers tend to reduce their fuel consumption by 25 per cent, though in the longer term, this tends to drop to between five to 15 per cent (Convery, 2008). Sustained training and publicity around ecodriving may maintain this at a higher level.
The Government’s small scale microgeneration and home insulation plans are only beginning to be rolled out. Teagasc have however questioned whether the microgeneration scheme is sufficient, arguing that the prices guaranteed fall short of international standards and that it discriminates against farmers and households who receive their electricity from a source other than ESB Customer Supply (Caslin, 2009). The IFA have described it as a “missed opportunity” lacking long term political commitment (quoted in Young, 2009). The Renewable Energy Skills Skillnet (RESS) has described the €100 million national insulation programme as “a drop in the ocean”, and said €2.73 billion is required to properly insulate and heat homes. Adequate supports for these must be put in place to ensure demand it met. There are also opportunities to retrain unemployed people to carry out this work.
We believe an advisory helpline should be established, this would give information on the implementation of the carbon tax, outlining sources of fuel, different options, the steps required when shifting fuel sources and considering alternatives etc, Teagasc or LAGs may be used to operate these.

A scheme of supports must be put in place to meet the cost of converting existing heating systems and meeting the significant, sudden and immediate increase in the cost of heating the homes of the vulnerable that will occur. Some form of assessing eligibility may be required but the needs of those at significant risk of poverty or classified as being in fuel poverty must be addressed.
The smokeless fuel allowance is payable to people in certain areas. This is not directly linked to addressing fuel poverty policy and does not benefit the majority of fuel poor rural households. This should be replaced with a carbon tax allowance for all vulnerable households.

A Social Electricity Tariff should be implemented and the higher standing charge for rural customers should be abolished.
Reducing or removing all fuel taxes is a possible way for the Government to be truly revenue, welfare and equity neutral when introducing a carbon tax. The removal of fuel taxes in favour of a carbon tax would be a way of encouraging a shift to more environmentally benign fuels. It would result in a reduction of petrol prices, and the saving to the household transport budget could be used to offset the higher home heating bill. The increasing of personal tax credits is another possible mitigation measure. 

Social Welfare

There is significant deprivation in rural Ireland with two thirds of the economically poor living in rural Ireland and almost a quarter of farm families living with an income of below the minimum wage (McDonagh, 2006). Many low-income household budgets are fully committed.  A recent study indicated that in Ireland the percentage of people at risk of poverty
 is 14.3% for urban areas and 21.5% in rural areas (Bertolini, Montanari, and Peragine, 2009). 

Rural households’ disposable income is already below that of their urban counterparts
 and recent CSO figures have shown that disposable income per person was highest in the Dublin region, where it was more than 12% above the State average. The Border region was 8% below the average and the Midland region was 9.4% below average. Only Limerick, Kildare and Meath were the other counties above the State average. Donegal had the lowest disposable income per person at more than 16.5% below the state average. The Consumer Price Index as a measure of how more expensive we are has been shown to decrease over recent months. However this is the average of prices of goods and services in Ireland, as such it includes both increases and decreases. Rural households with children, older people, disabled people and young people will all have associated costs, for example older people may spend more on their fuel and health care. Therefore their weekly basket will both consist of different goods and different prices. Furthermore, low income rural groups will spend proportionately more on items such as household energy and transport. These basic bills have not declined over the past 12 months. 
Increasing numbers of farmers rely on non-farm income and farmers tend to be employed at the lower skilled end of the employment spectrum which further exacerbates their exposure to the economic downturn.
 Data shows that farmers that work outside of the farm are typically employed in the sectors most affected by the recent economic slowdown such as the construction and traditional manufacturing sectors.
Recommendation 2a

Basic social welfare rates must be maintained at their current levels. Ireland may be experiencing deflation across a range of categories but the cost of living is high in Ireland and key categories of expenditure for less well off rural households are not falling e.g. electricity; gas; education; health; and public transport. 
Recommendation 2b

It is vital that the Government initiate a review of the Farm Assist scheme to establish take up/non-take up rate; reasons for (perceived) high level of non-take up of Farm Assist and the appropriateness of thresholds and other conditions attached to Farm Assist eligibility.

Recommendation 2c

Upskilling and training have been identified as a key priority in the review of Towards 2016 and in Building Ireland’s Smart Economy. A training component must be introduced as part of the Rural Social Scheme. The restructuring of the Rural Social Scheme will also require increasing the number of places available on the Rural Social Scheme to 5000 and a broadening the entrance criteria for those eligible to participate in the Scheme.
Recommendation 2d

Given the deterioration in the labour market and the difficulties many marginalised groups experienced in accessing employment during the Celtic Tiger years, IRL support the INOU’s call for the maintenance of the focus of Community Employment (CE) on disadvantage. The call in the McCarthy Report to abolish what they call ‘double payments’, will have a negative impact on the participation rates of lone parents and disabled people on CE. The current arrangement, that allows lone parents and disabled people to maintain a portion of their welfare payment, supports their involvement by covering additional participation costs like childcare and transport. 

Rural Transport

Spend per person on public transport in rural areas is significantly lower than in urban areas. As noted in the RTP Performance and Impact Report 2008/09 the service is successfully delivering a service in a “complex operating environment of market failure and diminishing public service provision”. 
A recent review of five RTP groups found that “the RTP projects are providing an essential service to a large population who would otherwise have few opportunities for travel, for social interaction or for access to health care and other important services.  The projects demonstrate strong community spirit and show what can be delivered with a relatively modest budget, by keeping overheads low and by taking advantage of local knowledge and integration with other services”.

It provides Value for Money for the individual passengers, their families, communities and for Government.
Individual passengers

The RTP is one of the significant services enabling older adults to continue to live independently in their homes.

· Access to Rural Transport.
· Better access to health and social services. 
· Expands access to accessible transport.
· Reduces mental health problems. 
· Enhances overall quality of life.
· Offers Independence. 
· Develops Social Connectedness.
Family members

· No longer have to take days off work to drive other family members to appointments.
· Better health and social outcomes for passengers.  
· Reduces burden of care on families. 
Communities

· Local people continue to shop in local communities.
· Public money invested in the RTP has a multiplier effect through benefits to private enterprises in the local economy.
· Increases Rural Development capacity.
· Bottom up approach which underpins all development within the country.
· Community led initiatives continue to grow and expand.
· Capacity building within the community enhances the people in the community.
· Integrated Community - sense of belonging.
· Local employment means wages are spent in local economy.

Government

· Departments seen to implement policies.
· Local success means national success.
· Income tax, Income levies and PRSI paid to Central Government.
· Rural Transport is a success and can be promoted at Government level.
· Reduction in Unemployment.
· Training given to staff through programme.

Training & Development

· Up skilling of staff
· Training provided through Rural Transport Programme.
· Life Long  Learning.
· Saving to the Exchequer.
· Investment in local business.
· Enhanced employment.
Recommendation 3
Maintain Rural Transport Programme funding at current levels and develop a national transport poverty strategy.
The McCarthy Report and Rural Development

This submission should be read in conjunction with Irish Rural Link’s analysis of the McCarthy Report (enclosed) titled “Let Them Eat Cake: What the An Bord Snip Nua Report Means for Rural & Regional Development”.
A significant weakness of the Report is that being structured by department hides the fact that cuts across a number of departments may be impacting on the same individual. The lack of consideration for the community and voluntary element of work countering social exclusion is notable. The Report targets regional structures, such as the Western Development Commission, Shannon Development and County Enterprise Boards, with a view to greater centralisation of activities and authority.  This runs counter to the objectives of stimulating regional development.  IRL are concerned that the cumulative effect of many of the recommendations in the report will further depress economic activity in rural areas.
Recommendation 4
The McCarthy Report must be rural proofed, the cumulative effect of a number of the Report’s proposals on rural communities and households, as detailed in “Let Them Eat Cake: What the An Bord Snip Nua Report Means for Rural & Regional Development”, would be severe.
Employment

Some counties in Ireland, particularly Western ones, experienced higher unemployment during the ‘Celtic Tiger’ years compared to those along the Eastern seaboard and Dublin. The economic crisis has exacerbated this with, for example, Donegal now having the highest unemployment rate in the country significantly above that of the greater Dublin area. The spectre of emigration is already affecting rural areas and Irish Rural Link’s position remains that creating jobs in rural areas and the regions is the only way to maintain a vibrant rural population. 

The McCarthy Report recommends streamlining and making more coherent the system of enterprise support in the state. This is overdue but a restructured Enterprise Ireland should have a focus on creating regional employment. However it must develop enterprise and employment in the entire region and not just focus on Gateways and Hubs. 
In 2007, just 745 (8.1%) of the 9,216 new jobs created in IDA-supported firms were located in counties Donegal, Leitrim, Sligo, Mayo, Roscommon, Clare, Limerick or Kerry. While Galway and Cork accounted for 1,905 (21%) of new jobs created in 2007, the vast bulk of these jobs were concentrated in the gateways of Galway city and Cork city. Only 38% of the western region’s graduates find their first place of employment in their home counties in comparison with 79.5% for Dublin. Research from Friends First shows that job creation levels in Irish owned businesses in the BMW region is far above that of foreign owned firms demonstrating both the need to nurture indigenous enterprise while developing measures to attract FDI to the regions.
Broadband remains a barrier to job creation and enterprise expansion in rural areas. Consultations with rural businesses and entrepreneurs by Irish Rural Link identified rates, difficulties accessing credit, infrastructure and the planning system as other obstacles.
Recommendation 5
Targeted supports for rural enterprises and businesses in order to stem emigration and increased unemployment in the regions.

The supports we recommend involve: 

Any new enterprise support structure must have Regional and subregional job creation targets.
A strategy to support local retailers must be urgently developed looking at infrastructure, credit availability, the issue of rates and the role of the planning system.
The state should maximise the use of EU funding to attract and maintain enterprise and employment in rural areas.

A Rural Loan Guarantee Scheme for rural start ups and rural businesses with less than 10 employees to address the continued difficulties accessing credit.
A graduate workplace initiative dedicated to companies outside Hubs and Gateways should be put in place to provide opportunities for young graduates whose traditional lack of opportunities in their local areas has been exacerbated by the economic crisis.
Set deadline for full implementation of the Broadband Scheme for Unserved Rural Premises.
Enterprise support in the budget must be built on the principles of Inclusive Entrepreneurship. Only half as many women as men set up their own business. Mainstream business support fails to reach many types of entrepreneurs, including women, rural entrepreneurs, the disabled and those from ethnic minorities. Creating a culture of inclusive entrepreneurship will require creating integrated business support for all; access to appropriate finance; and the nurturing of entrepreneurs to allow consolidation and growth.

Rural Proofing

The rural proofing of all Budget proposals, as discussed in the White Paper on Rural Development and the Cabinet Handbook, is required to ensure that their adoption does not further isolate rural communities or undermine rural development.
There are significant constraints in developing new policies to stimulate economic activities in rural areas and the lack of 'rural proofing' of policies increases further the chasm in terms of environmental, economic and social cohesion within and between regions. Some means of reconciling existing conflicts is needed.

Recommendation 6
Rural proof all budget proposals.
Irish Rural Link: the Organisation

Irish Rural Link (IRL), formed in 1991, is a national network of organisations and individuals campaigning for sustainable rural development in Ireland and Europe. IRL, a non-profit organisation, has grown significantly since its inception and now directly represents over 300 community groups with a combined membership of 25,000.

The network provides a structure through which rural groups and individuals, representing disadvantaged rural communities, can articulate their common needs and priorities, share their experiences and present their case to policy-makers at local, national and European Level.

Irish Rural Link is the only group represented at the national social partnership talks solely representing rural communities’ interests.

‘Our vision is of vibrant, inclusive and sustainable rural communities that contribute to an equitable and just society’

Irish Rural Link’s aims are:

· To articulate and facilitate the voices of rural communities in local, regional, national and European policy arenas, especially those experiencing poverty, social exclusion and the challenge of change in the 21st century.

· To promote local and community development in rural communities in order to strengthen and build the capacity of rural community groups to act as primary movers through practical assistance and advice.

· To research, critique and disseminate policies relating to rural communities including issues such as sustainability, social exclusion, equality and poverty.

· To facilitate cross-border networking between rural communities.

‘Our mission is to influence and inform local, regional, national and 

European development policies and programmes in favour of rural

communities especially those who are marginalised as a result of

poverty and social exclusion in rural areas’

Irish Rural Link Members Groups 2009

As a national organisation Irish Rural link directly represents over 300 community groups with a combined membership of 25,000 throughout Ireland.  Irish Rural Link also has hundreds of individual members who are dedicated to sustainable rural development. Statutory agencies, Public Bodies and National Organisations also hold Associate Membership of Irish Rural Link

	Cavan County Social Services 

	IRD Waterville

	Firies Rural Development

	CAL Parents Support Network

	Clar IRD

	Trumera GAA

	CERA

	SIMON

	Coppercoast Holidays

	Askamore Community Development

	KMH Society

	Gortroe Community Hall

	Athlone RAPID

	New Ross CDP

	Ardmore Grange ICA

	Shercock Drama Festival

	Kiltoom Community Alert

	Ballinascarthy Community Council

	Gorestown Rural Development

	Connemara West Centre

	West Training & Development Ltd

	Kiltane Rural Social Scheme

	County Monaghan Community Network

	Dog Trust Fund

	S.W.E.E.T.S.

	West Offaly Partnership

	Emper Community Development

	PLANET - The Partnership Company

	Wicklow Rural Partnership Ltd

	INOU

	Listowel FRC

	Killishandra Community Council

	Blackwater Resource  Group

	Cahermore & Cahershane Co.

	Ballyhoura Development Ltd

	The Better Health Club

	Kerry Community Transport Ltd

	Ballyhoura Development Ltd

	Milltown Community Centre

	Offaly Big Brother Big Sister

	Council for the West (Mayo)

	O'Donovans Bakery

	Kilmuckridge Community Council

	Bandon Tidy Towns

	Teagasc Kildalton

	Shannon FRC

	Workstart West Cork

	Border Minority Group

	NUIG

	Ballybay Development Association

	Tullamore Travellers Movement

	Virginia Development

	Tipperary Institute SRD Dept.

	Rural Lift ltd. Cavan

	Tipperary Institute SRD Department

	Glanworth County Council

	North Tipperary Co Co

	Kildare Co. Co.

	North Tipperary Co Co

	Rural Arts Network

	Cookstown & western Shores Area Network

	Tipperary Regional Youth Services

	Glenisland Development Co. Ltd

	CART Cavan Area Rural Transport

	St. Annes Heritage

	Milltown Community Council

	Westmeath Community Development

	St. Josephs Foundation

	County Kilkenny Leader Partnership

	Galway Rural Development Company

	St. Josephs Foundation

	Ballyspillane FRC

	Border County Childcare Committee

	Coppercoast Group

	Clonroache Dev. Association

	Hillcrest Residents Associaltion

	Ballyragget Development Association

	Sliabh Laughra ADM

	Network of Women Mid Offaly

	Rathab Childcare Group

	Fethard Community Council

	Killucan Area Services Ltd

	Lahern Community

	Kilworth Village Renewal

	NE Kerry Community Development

	Wicklow Pro Planning Group

	Erne Enterprise Development Co. Ltd

	Cavan Monaghan Rural Development Co-op Society Ltd

	Little Rascals Parent & Toddler group

	Killeagh Youth Club

	West Cork Community Partnership

	Mid West Support Agency

	The Burren Display Centre

	Rossmuck Community Alert

	Gory Active Retired

	Roscommon Lions Club

	Clonea Rathgormack

	South Westmeath RTI

	National Learning Network Sligo

	Kilmacthomas County Development

	Mayo Abbey Parish Community Dev. Company

	Leap & Glandore Community Council

	Tullyvin Village Committee

	South West Mayo Development Co. Ltd

	Young at Heart

	Organis Centre Ltd

	South West Cavan CDP

	IASBAH

	Gortroe Community Hall

	Foroige

	Youth Work Ireland

	Tang Community Development

	Lismacaffrey Rural Development

	Wicklow Upwards Council

	Durrow Development Forum

	Galway Youth Federation

	Offaly County Council

	Cunamh Warmer Homes

	Listowek FRC

	NATC

	Marrghmore Development Association

	Dept. of Agriculture & Rural Development NI 

	Active Virginians

	St. Vincent De Paul

	Limerick County Council

	Gowna CDA

	Western Development Commission

	Tagoat Community Council

	Tarbert Development Association

	Curraghhaglla Community Group

	Westmeath Community Development

	Castlepollard Muintir na tire

	Waterville Fisheries Development

	Community Centre Carrick Beg

	Tramore Credit Union

	Castlecomer District Community Development

	CANDO Community Partnership

	Kerry County Council

	Killarney Credit Union

	Coolagown Development Group

	Ballymacoda/Ladysbridge Community Council

	Bartley Improvement Group

	To Park Community

	Clonakilty Agricultural College

	Solas Resource Centre

	FORUM

	South Kerry Development Partnership Ltd

	Tipperary Leader Group

	South Tipperary County Council

	Acorn Project

	Clones Community Council

	Ballintotos Community Council

	Lavey Senior Social Club

	Clonmany Youth & Community 

	Kilrossanty Tidy Towns

	Irish Country Womens Association Athboy

	EIL Intercultural Learning

	O'Molloy St. Residents Association

	Cork County Council

	Kildorrery Community Hall Committee

	Clara Community & Family Resource Centre

	Kinnegad Community Childcare Ltd

	South West Cavan CDP

	Tuam Community Development Resource Centre

	Le Cheile FRC

	KFRC

	Raheen Community Centre

	Comharchchumann Comhdhail Oileain na hEireann

	Mitchelstown Active retirement

	Action Inishowen

	Kilkerrin Community Development Council Ltd

	PWDI Kerry

	Arden View FRC

	Carrick and Riverstown Development Association

	Wicklow County Council

	Kerryhead/Ballyheigue FRC

	Louisburgh Community Project

	Women of the North West

	Killishandra Community Council

	Travellers of North Cork

	Arva Area Development Association

	BRI Acquired Brain Injury Advocacy Association

	Offaly Domestic Violence Support Service

	Mevagh Resource Centre

	SMSE

	Kinnegad Coralstown Social Services

	Positive Age Ltd

	Glinsk Community Development Ltd

	Mullaghameen Development Group

	South Meath Social Economy

	Arigna LEADER

	Kilworth Village Renewal

	Disability Mitchelstown

	Darrane Muintir

	IRD Duhallow 

	Ballinrobe FRC

	Clogher Environmental Group Ltd

	The Seniors Helpline

	Drumlin - Carrickmacross CDP LTD

	Daingean Community Preschool

	Roscommon Support Agency

	Vita House Family Centre

	Women 2K

	CAL

	Mountmellick Development Association

	Edgeworthstown District Development Association

	Sherkin Island Development

	Sleibhardagh Rural Development

	IRD Duhallow 

	St. Bridgets FRC

	Strokestown Community Dev. Association

	Plearaca Teo

	Clare County Council

	Comeragh Community Development

	COPSD

	Ballincurry Leisure Centre

	North West Safety Training

	Comeragh Comhaltas Ceoltoiri

	Riverside LES

	Sycamores/Aylesbury Residents Ass

	Triodos Bank

	Meath Community & Voluntary Forum

	Causeway Development Company

	St, Dominicks Housing Association

	Virginia Agricultural Society

	Exodea Europe Consulting Ltd

	Mayo Rape Crisis Centre

	Kerry Flyer Ltd

	Midland Regional Youth Services

	Reenascreena Community Action

	Streamstown Tidy Village

	South West Wexford Community Development Group

	Muintir Na Tire

	Ballintotos County Council

	Granard Area Action Group

	County Leitrim Childcare Committee

	Miltown Community Council

	NWK

	Udaras na Gaeltachta

	Knockmay FRC

	Oak Partnership

	Irish Postmasters Union

	Rhode Parish Enterprises

	North Connaught Youth Services

	Roscommon Partnership Company

	Ballyspillane FRC

	Ardfert Community Centre

	Kenagh Community Cooperative Society Ltd

	Cosgallen East Mayo CDP

	Duagh FRC

	Clare CIC

	Ballyforan Development

	Ballylough & Cobh FRC

	Coole Deveropment ICA

	North Cavan Community Dev. Association

	Roscommon Agricultural Show

	Castlebar Social Services Council

	CASA

	Hall Committee Killishandra

	Clare County Development Board

	Ballymore Community Centre

	Killala Community Council

	Freshford Rural Community

	Curraghhaglla Community Group

	Cloonfad Scenic Walks

	Slieve Bloom Rural Development Society Ltd

	Tralee Partnership

	The Carers Association

	West Limerick Resources Ltd

	To Park Community

	ECAD

	West Cork Leader

	Community Workers Coop (CWC)

	Triskele Community Training & Development

	Muintir Beara Community Council

	Goleen Community Council

	Allihies Parish Cooperative

	Ballinasloe Social Services

	Longford Womens Link

	Community Transpor Association of Ireland

	Kilcormac Development Association KDA

	Obair Newmarket-on-Fergus Ltd

	Westmeath Citizens Information Service ltd

	Ballintotos Community Council

	TSA Consultancy

	North Kerry Home Care Service

	Tuatha Chairrai Teo LEADER

	Leitrim Development Company

	Labbamologga Community Sport

	Dunmanway Heritage Society

	Castleblaney Community Enterprise Ltd

	Aughrim/Kilmore Rural Transport

	Listowel Community Centre

	NUI Galway Dept of Political Science

	Cumas Teo

	Castlecoote Tidy Towns

	New2Gory

	Sliabh Luachra

	Cavan Partnership

	South East Galway IRD Ltd

	West Cavan Community Council

	Ballyspillane FRC

	Farney Community Development Group Limited

	Mid Ireland Tourism

	Moate Museum & Historical Society

	Irish African Initiative

	O'Carroll Associates

	Brosna Development Association

	North West LGTB

	Offaly LEADER Co.

	Association of Irish Musical Societies (AIMS)

	Thurles Action for Community Development Ltd

	County Wexford Partnership

	RCAG Royal Canal Amenity Group

	Duagh FRC

	Mitchelstown Forum

	Irish Farmhouse Holidays

	Meitheal Forbartha na Gaeltachta Teoranta

	Tipperary lakeside Development Co. Ltd 

	Rural Community Network

	Youth Start

	Ballygiblin Community Development

	Avondhu/Blackwater Partnership Ltd

	European Anti Poverty Network (EAPN)

	Bantry Community Resource Centre

	CAL Children Adults Learning

	Latton Social Services & Development Association

	Offaly & Kildare Community Transport Ltd
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� Irish Rural Link (2009), “Ignoring Rural Realities: The Implications of a Carbon Tax for Rural Ireland” � HYPERLINK "http://www.irishrurallink.ie/Publications/IRL%20Briefing%2009.01%20Carbon%20Tax%20and%20Rural%20Ireland.pdf" ��http://www.irishrurallink.ie/Publications/IRL%20Briefing%2009.01%20Carbon%20Tax%20and%20Rural%20Ireland.pdf� 


� The study used the Eurostat definition (at-risk-of poverty rate) as “the share of persons with an equivalised disposable income below the risk-of -poverty threshold, which is set at 60% of the national median equivalised disposable income”. The “at risk of poverty rate”, as defined above, is one of the key Laeken indicators of social exclusion.


� Urban households record the highest disposable income at €871.43, just over 9% more than the €796.77 recorded for rural households (CSO, 2007) 


� Teagasc (2008), “An examination of the contribution of off-farm income to the viability and sustainability of farm households and the productivity of farm businesses”, � HYPERLINK "http://www.agresearch.teagasc.ie/rerc/downloads/Final%20Report.pdf" �http://www.agresearch.teagasc.ie/rerc/downloads/Final%20Report.pdf�   


�  Roberts, S., Basi, J., Drazin, A. And Wherton, J. (2007), “Connections: Mobility and Quality of Life for Older People in Rural Ireland”, A report based on research by Intel, in collaboration with the Rural Transport Programme, Intel Corporation


� Mullan Consulting (2008), “Inclusive Entrepreneurship in Ireland”
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